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Global Travel Restrictions during COVID-19 Outbreak 
 

I. Entry Restrictions and Compulsory Quarantine for Persons Arriving in Hong Kong 
 

Inbound control arrangements under Compulsory Quarantine of Persons Arriving at Hong Kong 

from Foreign Places Regulation (Cap. 599E) 

 

All places outside China 

Persons 

applicable: 

Inbound persons who have stayed in any place outside China during the relevant 

period (the day of boarding for/arrival at Hong Kong or during the 7 days before that day) 

Boarding 

requirement: 

(a) Fulfilled vaccination requirement (Note) (Applicable to non-Hong Kong residents 

aged 12 or above on the scheduled day of departure of the flight to Hong Kong) 

(b) Green Health Declaration QR code (The Government recommends inbound persons, 

regardless of Hong Kong residents or not, who have fulfilled vaccination requirement 

(Note) to declare their vaccination records in order to comply with the requirement to be 

issued the Provisional Vaccine Pass); and 

(c) RAT (can be self-administered or by professional swab sampling) conducted within 24 

hours prior to the scheduled time of departure with a negative result and declare via the 

Health Declaration Form 

Medical 

surveillance 

requirement: 

(a) Medical surveillance for 3 days, and during the period, subject to Amber Code 

restrictions under Vaccine Pass; 

(b) Undergo daily RATs (negative result should be confirmed before leaving the place of 

residence); 

(c) On Day 2, undergo PCR-based nucleic acid test after obtaining negative result of RAT 

on the day; and 

(d) Those who are consecutively tested negative can complete medical surveillance with 

Amber Code restrictions ending at 9 a.m. of Day 3 

Self-

monitoring 

requirement: 

(a) Self-monitoring in the subsequent 4 days; 

(b) Undergo daily RATs (negative result should be confirmed before leaving the place of 

residence) until Day 7; and;  

(c) On Days 4 and 6, undergo PCR-based nucleic acid test after obtaining negative result 

of RATs on respective days 

Mainland and Macao  

Persons 

applicable: 

Inbound persons who have only stayed in the Mainland or Macao on the day of 

boarding for/arrival at Hong Kong or during the 7 days before that day (including those 

arriving at Hong Kong via land boundary control points or the airport) 

(i.e. persons arriving at Hong Kong under the Return2hk Scheme and Come2hk Scheme) 

Document 

requirement: 
Green Health Declaration QR code (The Government recommends persons who have 

fulfilled vaccination requirement (Note) to declare their vaccination records in order to 

comply with the requirement to be issued the Provisional Vaccine Pass) 

Self-

monitoring 

and testing 

requirement: 

(a) Self-monitoring for 3 days; and 

(b) On Day 2 of arrival at Hong Kong, undergo PCR-based nucleic acid test 

(For persons who have stayed in any place on the List of At-risk Places under the 

Return2hk / Come2hk Scheme on the day of arrival at Hong Kong or the 7 days before 

that day, they are required to undergo an extra nucleic acid test on Day 1) 

Taiwan  

Persons 

applicable: 

Inbound persons who have stayed in Taiwan on the day of boarding for/arrival in Hong 

Kong or during the 7 days before that day (excluding those who have stayed in any place 

outside China) 

https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/at_risk_places_under_return2hk_come2hk.pdf
https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/at_risk_places_under_return2hk_come2hk.pdf
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Boarding 

requirement: 

(a) Green Health Declaration QR code (The Government recommends inbound persons 

who have fulfilled vaccination requirement (Note) to declare their vaccination records in 

order to comply with the requirement to be issued the Provisional Vaccine Pass); and 

(b) RAT (can be self-administered or by professional swab sampling) conducted within 24 

hours prior to the scheduled time of departure with a negative result and declare via the 

Health Declaration Form 

Medical 

surveillance 

requirement: 

(a) Medical surveillance for 3 days, and during the period, subject to Amber Code 

restrictions under Vaccine Pass; 

(b) Undergo daily RATs (negative result should be confirmed before leaving the place of 

residence); 

(c) On Day 2, undergo PCR-based nucleic acid test after obtaining negative result of 

RAT on the day; and 

(d) Those who are consecutively tested negative can complete medical surveillance with 

Amber Code restrictions ending at 9 a.m. of Day 3 

Self-

monitoring 

requirement: 

(a) Self-monitoring in the subsequent 4 days; 

(b) Undergo daily RATs (negative result should be confirmed before leaving the place of 

residence) until Day 7;  and 

(c) On Days 4 and 6, undergo PCR-based nucleic acid test after obtaining negative result 

of RATs on respective days 

Note: Persons that fulfill relevant vaccination requirement include persons who are fully vaccinated; or  

persons who (i) are unfit for vaccination due to health reasons with relevant proof issued by a medical 

practitioner; or (ii) have received one dose of recognised COVID-19 vaccine and hold a vaccination record 

but certified by a medical practitioner that they were unfit to receive the second dose of COVID-19 vaccine 

because of health reasons after receiving the first dose of vaccine, and board a flight to Hong Kong on or after 

14th day after receiving the said first dose of vaccine. The relevant medical certificate must indicate the 

relevant health reasons in English or Chinese. 

 

Unvaccinated children aged 11 or below, regardless of Hong Kong residents or not, are allowed to board for 

Hong Kong. 

 

- Details about the specified conditions imposed on inbound travellers who have visited specified places 

can be found at: https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/inbound-travel.html 

 

- Transfer/transit services for passengers from airports in Mainland China resumed on August 15, 2020 

until further notice. Transfer/transit services to destinations in Mainland China remain unavailable at 

HKIA. Layover time of transfer/transit passengers at HKIA must be within 24 hours. 

 

- From September 26, 2022, the Return2hk Scheme and Come2hk Scheme are extended to cover all 

places in the Mainland and Macao with no quota restriction. Inbound persons from the Mainland or 

Macao who have no travel history of overseas places or Taiwan in the 7 days prior to arrival at Hong 

Kong, are not required to have advanced application and nucleic acid test before arrival, as well as 

undergo home quarantine after arriving at Hong Kong. However, they will still need to undergo nucleic 

acid test on Day 2 and be subject to self-monitoring in the 3 days after arrival at Hong Kong. 

More details: https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/return2hk-scheme.html 

 

- From October 11, 2021, Guangdong resumes on a trial basis "Endorsement for business visit" 

application for mainland residents who wish to make business trips to Hong Kong, except for those who 

have been in medium and high-risk areas within the 14 days prior to application. 

 

- All persons arriving at Hong Kong via HKIA from overseas places or Taiwan are required to register 

for undergoing a PCR-based nucleic acid test by scanning the health declaration QR code upon arrival. 

https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/inbound-travel.html
https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/return2hk-scheme.html
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The system will issue medical surveillance notices, vaccination records and Provisional Vaccine Pass QR 

codes electronically. After having their specimen collected for nucleic acid testing, the relevant inbound 

persons may proceed with the normal arrival process. They can continue with immigration and customs 

clearance, claim their baggage and leave the airport by self-arranged transport, including taking public 

transport. The relevant persons are subject to the Amber code restrictions. 

 

- The handling arrangements for inbound persons tested positive by arrival or specified test are aligned 

with that for local cases, and their Vaccine Pass will be switched to Red Code. They are required to 

provide information to the Centre for Health Protection through the online platforms. Further details can 

be found at: https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/tested-positive.html 

 

More information and updates on latest developments about COVID-19 in Hong Kong can be found on 

www.coronavirus.gov.hk 

 

II. Restrictions on Entering Mainland China 
 

- Since September 28, 2020, foreign nationals holding valid Chinese residence permits for work, 

personal matters and reunion are allowed to enter China with no need for applying for new visas. If 

the above three categories of residence permits held by foreign nationals expired after March 28, 2020, 

the holders may apply for relevant visas by presenting the expired residence permits and relevant 

materials to the Chinese embassies or consulates on the condition that the purpose of the holders' visit to 

China remains unchanged. The above-mentioned personnel shall strictly abide by the Chinese regulations 

on epidemic prevention and control. 

 

- From March 15, 2021, the Office of the Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China in the 

HKSAR will provide facilitation for visa applicants who have been inoculated with COVID-19 

vaccines produced in China and obtained the vaccination certificate. Details can be found on 

http://www.fmcoprc.gov.hk/eng/vtc/t1860509.htm. 

 

- The Chinese Embassy in the United States issued a notice on the testing requirements for China-Bound 

passengers departing from Dallas after inoculated with COVID-19 vaccines in April 2021. For details: 

http://www.china-embassy.org/eng/visas/zyxx/t1870474.htm. 

 

- On March 26, 2020, the Civil Aviation Administration of China announced that every Chinese airline 

is allowed to maintain only one route to any specific country, with only one flight per week. Selected 

foreign airlines are allowed to maintain one route to China with no more than one weekly flight. Since 

June 8, 2020, all foreign airlines are allowed to choose from a list of approved cities to operate one 

international passenger flight a week.  

 

- On July 21, 2020, the Civil Aviation Administration of China, General Administration of Customs and 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced that all airport arrivals from overseas are required to undergo 

nucleic acid tests up to five days before departure at health centres designated or recognised by Chinese 

embassies overseas. Chinese embassies will evaluate the nucleic acid testing capacities of the countries 

in which they are located. 

 

- From March 15, 2021, all persons travelling from Hong Kong to Beijing by direct flights are required 

to present a valid proof of a negative COVID-19 nucleic acid test result issued within seven days by a 

testing institution recognised by the HKSAR Government. Travellers will not be allowed to board the 

plane if the specimen collection method is not nasopharyngeal swab or combined nasal and throat swab, 

or the method of specimen collection is not specified in the proof. For details: 

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202103/09/P2021030900275.htm 

https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/tested-positive.html
http://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/
http://www.fmcoprc.gov.hk/eng/vtc/t1860509.htm
http://www.china-embassy.org/eng/visas/zyxx/t1870474.htm
https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202103/09/P2021030900275.htm
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- Guangdong requires all inbound travellers (including travellers from Hong Kong, Macao, and Taiwan, 

and transit passengers), regardless of onward destination, to 7-day centralised quarantine and 3-day 

medical surveillance at home. They are required to take COVID-19 nucleic acid tests on days 1, 2, 3, 5 

and 7 of the centralised quarantine as well as day 3 of the medical surveillance at home. 

 

- Travellers must present a valid proof of a negative COVID-19 nucleic acid test result within 24 hours 

issued by one of the testing institutions recognised by the Guangdong and HKSAR Government when 

travelling to Guangdong. People without acceptable proof will be refused entry to Guangdong. If they 

have to re-enter Hong Kong after being barred from the Mainland, they will be subject to compulsory 

quarantine of 14 days. 

 

-  From March 7, 2022, ordinary passengers entering Shenzhen and Zhuhai from Hong Kong are 

required to present a valid proof of a negative COVID-19 nucleic acid test result (must be nasopharyngeal 

swabs or combined nasal and throat swabs) issued within 48 hours by one of the testing institutions 

recognised by the Guangdong and the HKSAR Government. They are required to undergo 14-day 

centralised quarantine and 7-day medical surveillance at home after entry. 

 

- From March 21, 2022, for persons travelling to the Mainland or Macao from Hong Kong by land (i.e. 

Shenzhen Bay Port or the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge Hong Kong Port), other than holding a 

negative result proof of a self-paid nucleic acid test as per the prevailing requirements of relevant 

authorities, they will also need to undergo a free additional rapid PCR nucleic acid test at the control 

points prior to their departure from Hong Kong. Only those who receive a negative result can continue 

with their journeys. More information can be found on: https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/special-

outbound-test.html 

 

- From July 15, 2022, persons travelling to the Mainland via the Shenzhen Bay Control Point are 

required to obtain a reservation at a Shenzhen quarantine hotel, and then reserve a timeslot through the 

online booking system for receiving the special nucleic acid test on the day of departure. More details 

can be found on: https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/special-outbound-test.html 

 

- From March 29, 2022, persons travelling to the Mainland and Macao via the HKIA are required to 

hold a negative result of an additional rapid PCR nucleic acid test when check in for flights. The 

additional rapid nucleic acid test must be conducted at the designated testing venue at the airport within 

eight hours prior to the scheduled departure time of the aircraft. The result of this special test cannot 

replace the proof of negative result of any self-paid nucleic acid test as currently required by relevant 

authorities of the Mainland and Macao. Details can be found on: 

https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/special-outbound-test.html 

 

- From August 31, 2022, the ninth version of the health declaration form is put into use and persons 

travelling to the Mainland can report their health status online by filling out a form on the related 

WeChat account or webpage. They are not required to report information regarding nucleic acid test 

results, infection status or vaccination dates. 

 

- From February 7, 2022, cross-boundary goods vehicle drivers who have received two vaccine doses 

for 14 days, and received a message in the mini-program of WeChat on the system of the Yuekang Code 

(粵康碼) at the Yueshengshi (粵省事) issued by Guangdong Province, are required to possess proof of 

a negative result of a nucleic acid test conducted within 24 hours when entering Shenzhen and Zhuhai. 

They are required to undergo a nucleic acid test at the entry point. From March 14, 2022, all cross-

boundary goods vehicles after entering Shenzhen from Hong Kong must transport goods at centralised 

https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/special-outbound-test.html
https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/special-outbound-test.html
https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/special-outbound-test.html
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transfer yards, which are set up at the Huanggang Port, the Man Kam To Boundary Control Point (BCP) 

and the Shenzhen Bay Port in Shenzhen. 

 

III. Travel Restrictions on Mainland China and Hong Kong by Other Places 
 

Country/ 

Region 

Confirmed 

Cases 

Travel Ban/Restriction/Advisory Flight/Cruise Suspension 

Afghanistan 198876   

Albania 331027 [May 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

[Jun 15, 2020] Commercial 

flights resume. 

Algeria 270668 [Mar 20, 2022] Allows restriction-free 

entry of fully-vaccinated travellers if 

their last vaccine is not older than 9 

months. Unvaccinated travellers and 

those whose vaccinations are older than 

9 months are required to present a 

negative result of PCR test taken within 

72 hours prior to arrival.  

 

Andorra 46227 [Jun 23, 2021] Travellers who spend 3 or 

more nights in the country are required 

to have (1) a vaccination certificate 

issued by the competent authorities of 

the country of origin from 14 days after 

the date of administration of the last 

dose; or (2) a proof of negative result of 

a PCR or TMA test conducted within 72 

hours or of a rapid antigen detection test 

taken within 48 hours before arrival; or 

(3)a certificate of recovery issued by the 

competent authority or by a medical 

service at least 11 days after the first 

TMA or PCR test with a positive result. 

Visitors from a list of places (Mainland 

China, Hong Kong and Macao are not on 

list) are exempted from submitting these 

certificates.  

 

Angola 103131 [May 8, 2021] Travellers are required to 

have a negative result of PCR test taken 

within 72 hours before arrival and be 

tested (Rapid Test for COVID) on 

arrival at 04 Fevereiro International 

Airport in Luanda. Home quarantine is 

mandatory for 7 days before taking 

another PCR test. 

 

Anguilla 3865 [Aug 8, 2022] Fully vaccinated travellers 

who can present vaccination proof are 

not required to do pre-arrival test. 

Otherwise, a negative COVID-19 test 

result from a nasopharyngeal swab 

(nasal), administered within 3 days or a 

Rapid Antigen test taken no more than 2 
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days before arrival is required. No 

quarantine is required. 

Antigua and 

Barbuda 

9089 [Aug 29, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Argentina 9708420 [Apr 7, 2022] Non-resident travellers are 

not required to show vaccination proof 

or undertake pre-departure COVID-19 

test.  

 

Armenia 442875 [May 1, 2022] Travellers are not 

required to present COVID-19 PCR test 

result or certificate of complete 

vaccination for entry. 

 

Aruba 42970 [Mar 19, 2022] Travellers are no longer 

required to present a COVID-19 

negative test result or proof of 

vaccination. 

 

Australia 10191312 [July 6, 2022] Travellers are not required 

to declare their COVID-19 vaccination 

status when travelling to and from 

Australia. 

[Oct 30, 2022] Qantas plans to 

resume Sydney-Hong Kong 

flights from that date at the 

earliest.  

[Apr 18, 2022] Cruise vessels are 

allowed to enter. 

Austria 5118512 [May 16, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Azerbaijan 821311 [Aug 23, 2022] Allows entry of citizens 

and residents of Mainland China and 

Hong Kong. Travellers aged over 18 are 

required to submit official proof for 

completion of vaccination or recovery 

from COVID-19. PCR test result is not 

required for entry. 

 

Bahamas 37276 [Jun 19, 2022] Fully vaccinated 

travellers are required to present 

vaccination proof but not pre-travel 

COVID-19 test result. Unvaccinated 

travellers are required to present a 

negative result of PCR or rapid antigen 

test taken no more than 3 days prior to 

travel. 

 

Bahrain 679912 [Feb 20, 2022] All arriving passengers 

are not required to take a PCR test upon 

arrival or undergo quarantine. 

 

Bangladesh 2025197 [Jul 7, 2020] All foreign nationals are 

required to have BD visa and to produce 

a COVID-19 negative medical certificate 

issued within 72 hours of the trip. Visa 

on arrival is restricted. 

[Oct 23, 2021] Passengers fully 

vaccinated with WHO-approved 

COVID-19 vaccine from a list of 

countries (Mainland China and Hong 

[Jul 7, 2020] Scheduled 

international commercial 

passenger flights to or from Hong 

Kong are allowed to land at any 

airport in Bangladesh. 

[Sept 1, 2020] Scheduled 

international passenger flights to 

or from China are permitted to 

operate. 
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Kong included) must present official 

proof of vaccination and no quarantine is 

required. Those not fully vaccinated 

have to undergo a 14-day home 

quarantine upon arrival. 

Barbados 102516 [May 25, 2022] Fully vaccinated 

travellers are not required to take a pre-

arrival COVID-19 test. 

[Jun 1, 2022] Unvaccinated travellers are 

required to present a negative result of 

PCR or rapid antigen test taken within 3 

days prior to arrival. They are required 

to take a rapid antigen test on arrival but 

are not required to undergo quarantine. 

 

Belarus 994037 [May 28, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Belgium 4544505 [May 23, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Belize 68826 [Jul 12, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Benin 27638 [Mar 16, 2022] Travellers are required to 

present negative result of PCR test taken 

within 5 days or antigenic RDT taken 

within 72 hours prior to travel.  

 

Bermuda 18154 [Mar 7, 2022] Travellers are required to 

apply for a travel authorisation. Air 

travellers aged 12 and over must be fully 

vaccinated, and have a negative result of  

COVID-19 NAAT test (PCR, LAMP or 

TMA) no more than 4 days or a 

supervised antigen test no more than 2 

days before arrival; they are not required 

to be tested upon arrival. 

 

Bhutan 61969 [Jul 4, 2022] Travellers are required to 

present proof of vaccination or COVID-

19 infection within six months prior to 

travel and to be tested upon arrival, as 

well as undergo mandatory stay home/ 

hotel quarantine for 24 hours or until 

negative result of RT-PCR test is 

obtained.  

[Sept 23, 2022] Reopens borders to 

tourists. Vaccinated travellers are not 

required to undergo quarantine. 

 

Bolivia 1108129 [Sept 1, 2020] Travellers must have a 

negative test result for COVID-19. 

[Sept 1, 2020] Commercial 

flights resume. 

Bonaire, St 

Eustatius and 

Saba 

11345 [May 1, 2022] Travellers to Saba are not 

required to undergo pre- or post-arrival 

tests. 

[May 11, 2022] St Eustatius lifts all 

COVID-19 related entry restrictions. 

[Jun 1, 2021] Lifts all flight bans. 
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[Jun 1, 2022] Bonaire lifts all COVID-19 

related entry restrictions. 

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 

398668 [May 26, 2022] Travellers are not 

required to present negative COVID-19 

test result, certificate of vaccination or 

recovery for entry. 

 

Botswana 326288 [Mar 19, 2022] Fully vaccinated 

travellers are not required to present a 

negative PCR test result. Unvaccinated 

or not fully travellers are required to 

present a negative result of PCR test 

valid for 72 hours prior to arrival and to 

undergo COVID-19 testing on arrival. 

 

Brazil 34679533 [Apr 7, 2022] Travellers are allowed to 

enter by presenting a vaccination record. 

The last or single dose of the vaccine 

must be taken 14 days before boarding 

date. 

 

British 

Virgin 

Islands 

7305 [Jul 15, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Brunei 

Darussalam 

227756 [Jun 15, 2022] Travellers are not 

required to undergo pre-departure RT-

PCR test or antigen rapid test (ART) 

regardless of vaccination status. 

Fully vaccinated travellers are no longer 

required to undergo ART testing or self-

isolation upon arrival. Travellers who 

have not completed the COVID-19 

vaccination are required to undergo ART 

testing upon arrival, a 3-day self-

isolation which can be ended if a 

negative result of RT-PCR test is 

obtained on day 3. 

 

Bulgaria 1258670 [May 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Burkina Faso 21631 [Aug 1, 2020] All international travellers 

are required to present a negative 

COVID 19 test certificate dated no more 

than 5 days prior to departure. A rapid 

COVID-19 test will be performed at the 

airport for passengers without a negative 

COVID-19 test proof, and the passenger 

will be detained until results are 

available. All land borders remain 

closed. 

[Aug 1, 2020] Ouagadougou and 

Bobo airports return to normal 

operations. 

Burundi 50193 [Nov 8, 2020] Travellers should provide 

proof of negative result of the test to 

COVID-19 done 72 hours before 

boarding. They will be screened and 

quarantined for 72 hours upon arrival. 

[Nov 8, 2020] Reopens Melchior 

Ndadaye International airport. 
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Cabo Verde 62371 [Jul 1, 2022] ] Travellers aged over 17 

are required to present a vaccination 

certificate with the booster dose or a 

negative result of PCR test taken within 

72 hours or antigen test within 48 hours 

before travel or a recovery certificate. 
They are also required to fill out a health 

monitoring form. 

 

Cambodia 137861 [Jan 2022] Reopens Siem Reap province 

to international visitors. 

[Mar 17, 2022] Removes the 

requirement of presenting negative result 

of PCR test within 72 hours before 

arrival and doing rapid test upon arrival 

for fully vaccinated travellers. 

Unvaccinated travellers are required to 

undergo a 14-day quarantine at a 

designated location. Reopens Visa on 

Arrival for all travellers. 

 

Cameroon 121652 [May 21, 2022] Travellers are required 

to present negative result of PCR test 

taken within 3 days prior to departure. 

 

Canada 4233468 [Oct 1, 2022] All COVID-19 border 

requirements, including vaccination, 

mandatory use of ArriveCAN, and 

testing and quarantine/isolation 

requirements will end for all travellers 

entering Canada whether by land, air or 

sea. 

 

Cayman 

Islands 

30661 [Aug 24, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

[Apr 18, 2022] Lifts cruise ship 

passengers capacity restrictions. 

Central 

African 

Republic 

14912 [Sept 9, 2020] A mandatory 21-day self-

quarantine is in place for arriving 

international travellers. 

[Sept 30, 2020] Limited 

international flight services 

resume at Bangui M'Poko 

International Airport. 

Chad 7581 [Sept 3, 2020] Passengers must present a 

negative PCR test result issued at most 7 

days before arrival and are subject to 

quarantine for 7 days. 

 

Chile 4620377 [Sept 1, 2022] Travellers aged over 18 

are required to present vaccination 

certificate or negative result of PCR test 

taken with 48 hours prior to departure 

for entering the country. They will not be 

given access to Mobility Pass, a 

document required for tourism services, 

without vaccination certificate.  

 

Colombia 6306552 [Apr 29, 2022] International travellers 

must present a COVID-19 vaccination 

certificate or a negative result of PCR 

test taken within 72 hours/antigen test 

 



Updated on Oct 3, 2022 

 

10 

 

taken within 24 hours before departure 

for entry. 

Comoros 8471   

Congo 24775 [Aug 24, 2020] Opens air borders for 

international flights. Travellers must 

have a negative PCR test result issued at 

most 3 days before arrival. Land and 

river borders remain closed. 

 

Costa Rica 1117989 [Apr 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Côte d'Ivoire 87208 [Sep 13, 2022] Unvaccinated travellers 

are required to present a declaration of 

travel by air accompanied by the 

negative result of PCR test taken within 

2 days prior to arrival. Fully vaccinated 

travellers are required to present proof of 

complete vaccination but are not subject 

to the obligation to present a negative 

PCR test result nor a declaration of 

travel by air. 

 

Croatia 1231575 [May 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Cuba 1111179 [Apr 6, 2022] Travellers are not required 

to present COVID-19 test result or 

vaccination certificate. Free random 

sampling at the points of entry is 

maintained. 

 

Curaçao 45368 [Jun 5, 2022]  No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Cyprus 587994 [Aug 31, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

[Jun 9, 2020] Resumes 

international air travel. 

Czech 

Republic 

4104162 [Apr 9, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Democratic 

Republic of 

the Congo 

92892 [Aug 15, 2020] Reopens airports, ports, 

and borders. 

 

Denmark 3298293 [Mar 29, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Djibouti 15690  [Jul 17, 2020] Reopens Ambouli 

International Airport for 

incoming and outgoing passenger 

traffic. 

Dominica 15747 [Apr 4, 2022] No testing requirement for 

vaccinated travellers. Unvaccinated 

travellers are required to present a 

negative result of PCR test taken within 

72 hours or rapid antigen test taken 

within 48 hours prior to arrival. 

 

Dominican 

Republic 

644356 [Apr 23, 2022] Travellers do not need to 

present proof of vaccination or COVID-

19 test result for entry. Random testing 
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may be performed if required, but 

travellers with vaccination proof are 

exempted. 

Ecuador 1003778 [Jul 18, 2022] Travellers must present a 

vaccination certificate or a negative 

result of PCR/antigen test taken within 

72 hours prior to departure. 

 

Egypt 515371 [Jun 17, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

El Salvador 201785 [Nov 17, 2021] Removes all sanitary 

requirements of entry, no vaccination 

card or PCR test result is required. 

[Sept 19, 2020] Reopens 

international airport. 

Equatorial 

Guinea 

16915 [Sept 25, 2020] Travellers arriving in the 

country, whether expatriates or 

nationals, have to present a negative 

PCR test certificate issued in the last 48 

hours. Failing to do so, travellers must 

take a PCR test at the airport at their own 

cost and self-isolate in a hotel in the city 

while awaiting the PCR test results. 

[Jun 15, 2020] Reopens its border 

to international flights. 

Eritrea 10168  [Mar 25, 2020] Government bans 

commercial passenger flights to 

and from Eritrea. 

Estonia 601993 [Jun 18, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Eswatini 73390 [Mar 2022] Travellers are required to 

produce a valid COVID-19 vaccination 

certificate (hard or electronic) and must 

be fully vaccinated. Unvaccinated 

travellers are required to present 

negative result of COVID-19 PCR (hard 

or electronic) not older than 72 hours 
upon arrival at the Points of Entry. 

 

Ethiopia 493510 [Apr 1, 2022] International travellers 

aged above twelve are required to 

present a certificate of negative RT PCR 

test result taken up to 72 hours or 3 days 

before departure or antigen-RDT 

negative test up to 24 hours before 

arrival. Fully vaccinated travellers with 

proof and travellers who can present 

proof of recovery from COVID-19 

within 90 days are exempted to present 

the RT PCR or antigen RDT test result. 

 

European 

Union 

N/A [Jun 18, 2021] Member states should 

gradually lift the travel restrictions at the 

external borders for residents of a list of 

third countries/places, including Hong 

Kong and Macao. Mainland China 

would be subject to the condition of 

reciprocity. 
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[Mar 1, 2022] Member states to lift the 

temporary restriction on non-essential 

travel for persons vaccinated with an 

EU- or WHO-approved COVID-19 

vaccine at least 14 days and no more 

than 270 days before arrival, those 

vaccinated with a booster dose and those 

who have recovered from COVID-19 

within 180 days before travelling. For 

persons vaccinated with a WHO-

approved vaccine (instead of EU-

approved), member states can also 

require a negative result of PCR test 

taken within 72 hours before departure 

and can apply additional measures such 

as quarantine or isolation. 

Falkland 

Islands 

(Malvinas) 

1930 [May 4, 2022] Not fully vaccinated 

travellers are required to present 

negative result of PCR test taken no 

more than 72 hours or antigen test 

conducted no more than 48 hours before 

departure. Fully vaccinated travellers 

with valid vaccination certificate are 

exempted from presenting PCR test 

result. No mandatory quarantine is 

required. 

 

Faroe Islands 34658 [Feb 28, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Fiji 68234 [Sept 5, 2022]  Travellers aged 16 and 

above are required to present proof of 

full vaccination.  On-arrival COVID-19 

test is no longer required. 

[Dec 1, 2021] Fiji Airways 

resumes international flights to 

its major tourism destination 

markets (Hong Kong included). 

Finland 1292940 [Mar 14, 2022] Allows entry of 

travellers from the green list regions 

(Hong Kong and Macao included). The 

authorities may check health-related 

documents, including vaccination 

certificates, recovery certificates, or test 

certificates. 

 

France 35395445 [Aug 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

[Aug 26, 2022] Air France will 

resume flights between Hong 

Kong and Paris from December 

5. 

French 

Guiana 

93974   

French 

Polynesia 

76599 [Aug 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Gabon 48691 [Mar 17, 2022] Lifts PCR test and 

confinement requirements for all 

travellers. 

[Jul 1, 2020] Resumes 

commercial air travel. 

Gambia 12442 [Oct 16, 2020] Reopens its borders.  
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[Apr 2, 2021] Travellers from non-

hotspot countries (including Mainland 

China, Hong Kong or Macao) are 

required to provide a valid negative 

result of PCR test taken within 72 hours. 

Such travellers are allowed to go home 

and observe a 14-day self-monitored 

quarantine with a condition to report for 

testing when experiencing COVID-19 

symptoms. 

Georgia 1780691 [Jun 14, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Germany 33312373 [Jun 11, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Ghana 169100 [Apr 16, 2022] Travellers are required to 

provide evidence of full vaccination. 

 

Gibraltar 20092   

Greece 4920192 [May 1, 2022] Travellers are not 

required to show proof of vaccination, 

recovery from COVID-19 or negative 

test result of COVID-19 test. 

 

Greenland 11971 [May 18, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Grenada 19536 [Apr 4, 2022] All COVID-19 entry 

requirements are lifted. 

 

Guadeloupe 192801 [Aug 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Guam 48842 [Jun 12, 2022] Travellers are required to 

show proof of full vaccination before 

boarding. They are not required to show 

a negative COVID-19 test result or 

documentation of recovery from 

COVID-19. 

 

Guatemala 1122517 [Aug 13, 2022]  No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Guernsey 31309 [Feb 17, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Guinea 37652   

Guinea-

Bissau 

8796   

Guyana 71331 [Jun 18, 2022] International travellers 

who are vaccinated are allowed entry. 

No COVID-19 testing requirement is 

required. 

 

Haiti 33702  [Jul 1, 2020] The land border with the 

Dominican Republic is open to 

pedestrian and vehicular traffic. 

[Jul 1, 2020] Commercial airlines 

resumes regular flight services to 

and from Haiti. 

Holy See 26   

Honduras 456391  [Aug 17, 2020] Resumes 

international flights. 
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Hungary 2094142 [Mar 7, 2022] COVID-19-related entry 

restrictions, including vaccination and 

immunity certificates and testing before 

departure, have been lifted for all 

travellers. 

 

Iceland 205637 [Feb 25, 2022] All COVID-related 

restrictions for travellers at the border 

have been lifted, regardless of the 

travellers’ vaccination status. 

 

India 44594487 [Feb 14, 2022] Before arrival, all 

travellers should submit a self-

declaration form on the online Air 

Suvidha portal on their travel details in 

the last 14 days. They should also upload 

a report of negative COVID-19 RT-PCR 

test conducted within 72 hours prior to 

travel, or upload a certificate of full 

primary vaccination. On arrival, a 

random 2% of the total passengers in the 

flight identified by the concerned airline 

shall undergo testing at the airport. They 

are allowed to leave after submitting the 

samples. All travellers will self-monitor 

their health for next 14 days of arrival. 

[Mar 27, 2022] Resumes all 

scheduled commercial flights. 

Indonesia 6434585 [Apr 6, 2022] All international travellers 

are required to show proof of receiving 

complete dose of COVID-19 vaccine 

and a negative result of RT-PCR test 

taken within 48 hours before departure. 
Travellers are required to undergo a 

COVID-19 symptom check upon arrival 

and those who show a symptom must 

take an RT-PCR test. Travellers who are 

not vaccinated or have received the 1st 

dose at least 14 days before departure are 

required to undergo a 5-day quarantine 

and take a RT-PCR test on day 4. No 

quarantine is required for those who 

have received the 2nd or 3rd dose of 

COVID-19 vaccine at least 14 days 

before departure. 

[Oct 14, 2021] Reopens Bali 

Ngurah Rai Airport for 

international flights from several 

countries including China. 

Iran 7547968 [Aug 2, 2022] Travellers aged over 12 

are required to be fully vaccinated or 

have a certificate of a negative result of 

COVID-19 RT‑PCR test taken not more 

than 72 hours before departure. 

Quarantine is not mandatory. 

[Jan 31, 2020] Government bans 

all flights to and from China. 

[Oct 9, 2022] China Southern 

Airlines resumes Urumqi-Tehran 

flights. 

Iraq 2459505 [Aug 15, 2020] Land borders are open to 

commercial traffic. 

[Jan 14, 2021] Prohibits entry of 

passengers from a list of countries 

[Mar 17, 2020] Government 

suspends all flights to and from 

Iraq. 
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(China not included), except for Iraqi 

nationals who will be subject to a 14-day 

mandatory quarantine and a PCR test. 

Diplomats, official government 

delegations, international organizations, 

and experts working on service projects 

are exempted, provided they present a 

negative result of PCR test taken within 

72 hours before arrival. 

Ireland 1663653 [Mar 6, 2022] International travellers are 

not required to show proof of 

vaccination, recovery or a negative result 

of PCR test upon arrival. There is no 

requirement to complete a COVID-19 

Passenger Locator Form. 

 

Isle of Man 38008 [Apr 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Israel 4661944 [Jun 3, 2022] Travellers are not required 

to present negative COVID-19 test result 

or undergo isolation but they need to 

complete an entry form 10 days prior to 

departure and are required to have a 

health insurance with coverage for the 

treatment of COVID-19.  

[Feb 4, 2023] El Al Israel 

Airlines resumes flights to Hong 

Kong. 

 

Italy 22432803 [Jun 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Jamaica 151791 [Apr 16, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Japan 21330772 [Jun 1, 2022] Travellers from group blue 

countries/regions (Mainland China and 

Hong Kong included) are not required to 

submit vaccination certificate and 

undergo quarantine or take on-arrival 

test, but are required to present negative 

result of recognised COVID-19 test 

taken within 72 hours before departure.  

[Jun 10, 2022] Allows entry of foreign 

tourists who have a travel agency 

serving as the receiving organisation of 

the entrants. 

[Sept 7, 2022] Raises daily arrival cap to 

50,000 and allows non-escorted visitors 

on package tours. Travellers who are 

fully vaccinated (including booster dose) 

are not required to show negative result 

of PCR test taken within 72 hours of 

departure.  

[Oct 11, 2022] Allows visa-free, 

independent tourism and lifts arrival cap. 

  

Jersey 59874 [Feb 7, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 
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Jordan 1746997 [Mar 1, 2022] Travellers are not required 

to take a pre-arrival or on-arrival PCR 

test. 

 

Kazakhstan 1483609 [Jun 8, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Kenya 338424 [Mar 18, 2022] Travellers must present a 

certificate of COVID-19 vaccination for 

entry, with some exemptions. No test 

requirement for fully vaccinated 

travellers. Eligible unvaccinated 

travellers are required to present a 

negative result of PCR test taken within 

72 hours before departure and to 

undergo a rapid antigen test upon arrival. 

 

Korea 24831761 [Oct 1, 2022] Travellers are required to 

register for Q-code online prior to travel. 

No quarantine, pre-departure or on-

arrival PCR test is required regardless of 

travellers’ vaccination status. 

 

Kosovo 272015   

Kuwait 658520 [Aug 25, 2021] Visitors fully vaccinated 

with Sinopharm, Sinovac or Sputnik are 

able to travel to Kuwait on the condition 

that they receive an additional dose from 

vaccines approved by Kuwait. They 

should upload the vaccine certificate on 

the Ministry of Health's website if there 

is no QR code on it. Unvaccinated 

visitors need authorisation to enter 

Kuwait. 

[Dec 26, 2021] All travellers are 

required to present a negative result of 

PCR test taken within 48 hours prior to 

arrival and undergo a 10-day quarantine. 

They can end the quarantine if the result 

of a PCR test taken 72 hours after their 

arrival is negative. 

[Jan 2, 2022] Those who have been fully 

vaccinated against the COVID-19 nine 

months earlier are considered not fully 

immunized and cannot enter unless a 

booster dose is taken. 

 

Kyrgyzstan 206083 [Jun 18, 2021] Allows entry of citizens 

from 33 countries, including China. 

[Jun 19, 2021] Foreign travellers are 

required to present a negative result of 

PCR test conducted in the last 72 hours 

before arrival or a document certifying 

the vaccination against COVID-19. 
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Laos 215821 [May 9, 2022] Fully vaccinated 

foreigners with a vaccination certificate 

may enter without any screening or 

testing for COVID-19. Non-vaccinated 

foreign citizens are required to present a 

negative result of rapid antigen test taken 

within 48 hours prior to departure. 

 

Latvia 929051 [Apr 1, 2022] Travellers are not required 

to present a vaccination or recovery 

certificate or proof of negative COVID-

19 test result.  

 

Lebanon 1215511 [Apr 10, 2022] Travellers are required to 

present a negative result of PCR test 

taken within 48 hours or rapid antigen 

test taken within 24 hours prior to 

departure. Those who have received 

three doses of COVID-19 vaccine or 

those who have received one or two 

doses within 6 months before departure 

are exempted. 

 

Lesotho 34490   

Liberia 7961 [May 6, 2021] Requires all non-exempt 

travellers to take the COVID-19 test on 

their own expense in Liberia. Exempt 

travellers (diplomats and their families, 

honorary consuls, duly accredited 

international organisations and Liberian 

diplomats) are required to present valid 

negative result of PCR COVID-19 

conducted within 96 hours upon arrival. 

Travellers are strongly recommended to 

stay home for 7 days. 

[Jun 28, 2020] Resumes 

commercial flights at Roberts 

International Airport. 

Libya 506991 [Mar 16, 2020] Closes its land and air 

ports. 

 

Liechtenstein 19644   

Lithuania 1250158 [May 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Luxembourg 291758 [Apr 22, 2022] Allows entry of residents 

of China (subject to confirmation of 

reciprocity at EU level), Hong Kong and 

Macao for non-essential travel. No 

COVID-19 related entry restrictions. 

 

Macao 793 [Aug 26, 2020] Zhuhai-Macao boundary 

checkpoints (Checkpoint of Macao Port 

Zone of Hengqin Port, Hong Kong-

Zhuhai-Macao Bridge Checkpoint and 

Border Gate Checkpoint) are reopened to 

vehicles of Guangdong-Macao dual 

licence plates with no prior reservation 

required. 

[Mar 25, 2020] Government 

suspends all transit services at 

Macau International Airport. 
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[Sept 23, 2020] Issuance of the group 

visit endorsements and the endorsements 

under IVS for Mainland residents to 

travel to Macao by Mainland authorities 

resumed. 

[Nov 20, 2021] Travellers using the 

Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge 

Shuttle Bus service (Golden Bus) and 

staying at Medical Observation Hotels 

are required to present a booking 

confirmation issued by the Medical 

Observation Hotel in order to board the 

bus. 

[Aug 6, 2022] Inbound travellers who 

have visited foreign countries, Hong 

Kong or Taiwan within 10 days prior to 

their arrival, provided that their COVID-

19 nucleic acid test results are all 

negative upon entry into Macao and 

during the medical observation period, 

their period of medical observation in 

isolation shall be shortened to 7 days 

(the 7th day from the day after the date 

of arrival), followed by 3 days of self-

health management (while the health 

code will turn yellow). Travellers are 

subject to COVID-19 nucleic acid 

testing on days 1, 2, 3, 5 and 7 from the 

day following the day of discharge from 

medical observation. 

[Aug 18, 2022] Travellers who intend to 

board a civil transport travelling from a 

foreign country, Hong Kong or Taiwan 

are not required to present a COVID-19 

vaccination certificate. However, they 

are still subject to the regulations about 

negative nucleic acid test certificate and 

medical observation. Travellers who 

have been to designated places 

mentioned in this link in Mainland China 

within the past 10 days prior arrival 
without travelling to any foreign country 

or Taiwan, are required to observe 

certain epidemic-control measures. 

 

Residents of Mainland China, Hong 

Kong or Taiwan 

• who enter from Guangdong Province 

via the Zhuhai-Macao checkpoints 

must hold a proof of negative result 

for COVID-19 nucleic acid test 

https://www.gcs.gov.mo/ncv/annex/index.html?p=1&l=en&s=o
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taken within 48 hours prior to 

arrival; 

• who enter via plane or vessel from 

Mainland China (except Zhuhai of 

Guangdong Province) must hold a 

proof of negative result of COVID-

19 nucleic acid test taken within 7 

days prior to arrival or after the date 

of sampling and take an on-arrival 

free nucleic acid test as well as a 

self-pay test within the next 2 days; 

• who have visited Taiwan are 

required to present proof of negative 

result for COVID-19 nucleic acid 

test taken within 24 hours prior to 

arrival, while those who have visited 

Hong Kong are required to present 

negative result of test taken 24 hours 

after the day of sampling. 

[Sept 1, 2022] Allows entry of residents 

of Mainland China, Hong Kong and 

Taiwan regardless of their travel history. 

Travellers with a valid passport of 41 

selected countries can enter from Hong 

Kong, Taiwan or countries and regions 

outside Mainland China without prior 

authorisation from the health authorities. 

Madagascar 66676 [Mar 30, 2022] All travellers are 

required to provide a negative result of 

PCR test taken 72 hours prior to 

departure and take a rapid antigen test 

upon arrival. Compulsory quarantine is 

not required if the test result is negative. 

If test positive, travellers are required to 

be confined in a hotel or other approved 

place for at least 7 days. 

[Apr 11, 2022] Resumes 

international flights at five main 

airports, i.e. Antananarivo, Nosy 

Be, Majunga, Tamatave and 

Diego. 

Malawi 88005 [Jun 1, 2022] Fully vaccinated travellers 

are no longer required to produce 

negative result of PCR tests. Not fully 

vaccinated travellers or those cannot 

present a valid electronically verifiable 

COVID-19 full vaccination certificate 

are required to present negative result of 

PCR test  taken not older than 72 hours 

at the time of arrival. 

 

Malaysia 4837005 [Aug 1, 2022] Hong Kong and Macao 

passport holders can visit Malaysia visa-

free for up to 30 days. Regardless of 

vaccination status, they are no longer 

required to present the Traveller’s Card 

in the MySejahetra App, undergo pre-
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departure and on-arrival COVID-19 tests 

as well as quarantine. 

Maldives 185042 [Mar 13, 2022] Pre-arrival PCR test and 

travel-related quarantine are not required 

for incoming travellers. 

 

Mali  32635   

Malta 114652 [Jul 25, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Marshall 

Islands 

15305   

Martinique 220192   

Mauritania 62802   

Mauritius 262648 [Jul 1, 2022] No testing or quarantine 

requirement for travellers, regardless of 

their vaccination status. 

 

Mayotte 40261 [May 16, 2022] Vaccinated travellers are 

required to present vaccination 

certificate. Unvaccinated travellers are 

required to present negative result of 

PCR test taken less than 72 hours or 

antigen test taken less than 48 hours. 

 

Mexico 7082034 [Mar 2022] Travellers are not required to 

take a test before departure or undertake 

quarantine. 

 

Monaco 14622 [Aug 12, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Mongolia 982864 [Mar 14, 2022] Lifts COVID-19 PCR or 

antigen/rapid test requirements both 

before departure and upon arrival. 

Travellers are not required to be fully 

vaccinated or to undergo quarantine/self-

isolation. 

 

Montenegro 280014 [Apr 8, 2022] Travellers can enter 

without a COVID-19 certificate. 

 

Montserrat 1396 [Mar 31, 2022] Travellers aged above 5 

are required to present negative result of 

COVID-19 PCR or RNA or antigen test 

taken no earlier than 3 days prior to 

travel. Fully vaccinated travellers are 

required to provide proof of vaccination 

and no quarantine is required if tested 

negative on entry. Unvaccinated or not 

fully vaccinated travellers are required to 

undergo a 10-day quarantine at home, 

place of occupancy, designated 

quarantine facility or place of isolation. 

They will be released if tested negative 

between day 8 and 10 after entry. 

 

Morocco 1264920 [May 17, 2022] Travellers are required 

to present vaccination pass or a negative 

[Feb 7, 2022] Resumes 

international flights. 
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result of PCR test taken within 72 hours 

before departure. 

Mozambique 230312 [Oct 29, 2020] Resumes tourist visas. 

Visitors are not required to quarantine on 

arrival if they present a negative PCR 

test not older than 72 hours. 

 

Myanmar 622802 [Aug 1, 2022] Travellers are required to 

present a COVID-19 vaccination 

certificate as proof of full vaccination at 

least 14 days before arrival, a negative 

result of RDT test taken within 48 hours 

prior to arrival and a COVID-19 medical 

insurance purchased from Myanma 

Insurance. They have to submit a Health 

Declaration Form and take another RDT 

test upon arrival. 

 

Namibia 166766 [May 16, 2022] Fully vaccinated 

travellers are not required to present 

negative PCR test result but are required 

to present authentic valid vaccination 

card. Not fully vaccinated travellers are 

required to have a negative result of 

COVID-19 PCR test taken within 72 

hours. 

 

Nepal 999759 [Mar 16, 2022] Travellers are required to 

submit a certificate of full vaccination. 

Those who are unable to submit such 

certificate are required to present 

negative result of COVID-19 test 

(RTPCR, True NAAT, Gene Xpert) 

taken within 72 hours prior to travel. No 

quarantine is required. 

[May 31, 2021] Opens schedule 

flights to three countries (China, 

Qatar and Turkey) with one flight 

per week by each single airline of 

respective countries. 

Netherlands 8422336 [Sept 17, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

[Apr 24, 2020] Government lifts 

the ban on incoming flights. 

New 

Caledonia 

74288 [Aug 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

New Zealand  1762209 [11:59pm on Jul 31, 2022] Opens border 

to all tourists and visa holders. Travellers 

with visa categories including visitor and 

student visas can apply for entry from 

anywhere in the world.  

[11:59pm on Sept 12, 2022] Air and sea 

travellers and crew do not need to show 

proof of vaccination for entry, and the 

requirement to test on day 0/1 and 5/6 is 

not mandatory. All travellers must 

complete the traveller declaration before 

travelling to New Zealand. 

[Feb 1, 2022] Air New Zealand 

requires all passengers aged 18 

and older travelling anywhere on 

its international network to be 

fully vaccinated. Unvaccinated 

passengers are required to present 

proof that vaccination was not a 

viable option for them for 

medical reasons. 

[11:59pm on July 31, 2022] 

Cruise ships are allowed entry. 

Nicaragua 15070   

Niger 9408 [Aug 1, 2020] Denies entry to travellers 

except Nigerien nationals, persons with 

[Aug 1, 2020] Resumes 

commercial international flights 
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valid residency and foreign nationals 

with valid visas. Requires a negative 

COVID test certificate less than 72 hours 

old for people who are eligible for entry. 

into Niger’s international 

airports.  

Nigeria 265382 [Apr 4, 2022] All travellers are required 

to present the permit to travel certificate 

/ QR code. Fully vaccinated travellers 

should present full vaccination 

certificate at their point of trideparture. 

They are not required to carry out pre-

arrival and post-arrival COVID-19 PCR 

tests. Unvaccinated or partially 

vaccinated travellers are required to 

present a negative result of PCR test 

administered within 48 hours of 

departure, undergo mandatory 7-day 

quarantine in selected in-country 

destination and take PCR tests on Days 2 

and 7 of arrival. They can exit self-

isolation if tested negative. 

[Sept 5, 2020] International 

commercial flights resume. 

North Korea 0 [Jan 21, 2020] Closes its borders to all 

foreign tourists. 

[Jan 31, 2020] Government 

suspends all flights and trains to 

and from China. 

North 

Macedonia 

342880 [Apr 19, 2022]  No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Northern 

Mariana 

Islands 

13171   

Norway 1462233 [Feb 12, 2022] All COVID-19 entry 

requirements have been lifted for all 

travellers. 

 

Oman 398424 [May 22, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Pakistan 1572638 [Apr 1, 2022] Fully vaccinated travellers 

are allowed entry without pre-travel test 

requirement. Unvaccinated travellers 

who fulfill the exemption criteria are 

allowed entry by presenting a negative 

result of PCR test taken within 72 hours 

prior to departure. 

 

Palestine 702768   

Palau 5460 [Jul 9, 2022] Travellers who are 18 years 

old and above must submit proof of 

complete COVID-19 vaccination with 

final dose administered at least 14 days 

prior to departure.  

 

Panama 986866 [Apr 6, 2022] All travellers are required 

to present their completed Electronic 

Health Affidavit before boarding. Non-

vaccinated or partially vaccinated 

travellers are required to present a 
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negative result of PCR or antigen test 

taken no more than 72 hours prior to 

arrival whereas fully vaccinated 

travellers who can present proof of 

receiving at least two doses of 

recognized vaccine or complete 

vaccination, equal to or greater than 14 

days after the last dose. 

Papua New 

Guinea 

44997 [Feb 15, 2022] Only fully vaccinated 

travellers are allowed entry. 

[Aug 5, 2022] Travellers are not required 

to present pre-departure PCR test results 

or undergo on-arrival COVID-19 tests. 

 

Paraguay 716059 [Jun 14, 2021] Travellers are required to 

have a negative result of COVID-19 test 

(LAMP, NAAT and RT-PCT are 

accepted) taken no later than 72 hours 

prior to departure, and an international 

medical insurance with coverage of 

COVID-19 expenses and complete 

Traveler’s Health Information no later 

than 24 hours before departure. The 

same rules apply to vaccinated and 

unvaccinated travellers. 

 

Peru 4143085 [Feb 28, 2022] Travellers are required to 

present COVID-19 vaccination card with 

the complete vaccination doses before 

boarding. Otherwise, they must present a 

negative result of PCR test issued up to 

48 hours before boarding. 

 

Philippines 3953886 [Feb 10, 2022] Travellers from places 

that are allowed entry without a visa 

(Hong Kong and Macao included) are 

required to be fully vaccinated with 

proof of vaccination and a negative 

result of PCR test taken within 48 hours 

prior to departure. 

[May 30, 2022] Fully vaccinated 

travellers are not required to present 

negative RT-PCR test upon arrival. 

Unvaccinated or partially unvaccinated 

travellers are required to present a 

negative result of RT-PCR test taken 

within 48 hours or a laboratory-based 

rapid antigen test administered and 

certified by a healthcare professional 

taken within 24 hours prior to departure, 

they are also required to undergo 

facility-based quarantine until the release 

of their negative RT-PCR test taken on 
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day 5 and undergo home quarantine until 

day 14 of arrival. 

Poland 6293558 [Mar 28, 2022] Vaccination proof and 

negative COVID-19 test result, 

Passenger Locator Form and quarantine 

are not required for entry. 

 

Portugal 5480864 [Jul 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Puerto Rico 955893 [Jun 12, 2022] International travellers 

are not required to present a negative 

COVID-19 test result prior to travelling 

regardless of vaccination status or 

citizenship. However, those who are 

neither US citizens nor permanent 

residents must present vaccination proof. 

 

Qatar 449602 [Sept 4, 2022] Non-residents are 

required to register on "Travel entry into 

Qatar" portal and upload all relevant 

documents (e.g. vaccination certificate) 

at least 3 days before arrival and also 

required to present negative result of 

PCR test conducted within 48 hours or 

RAT taken no more than 24 hours before 

arrival. Quarantine is not mandatory for 

travellers arriving from abroad. 

 

Republic of 

Moldova 

589437 [Oct 23, 2020] Denies entry to foreigners 

from “red zone” countries (China is not 

included), with some exceptions. 

[Apr 29, 2021] Travellers are required to 

present a negative result of PCR test 

performed at most 72 hours before 

boarding. Those without the document 

must complete the epidemiological file 

and undergo self-isolation for 14 days. 

 

Réunion 476571 [Aug 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Romania 3267370 [May 12, 2022] Travellers are not 

required to present proof of vaccination, 

PCR test result or to complete a 

Passenger Locator Form. 

 

Russia 20985756 [Aug 1, 2020] Requires foreign citizens 

travelling to Russia to provide negative 

result of COVID-19 test conducted three 

days before boarding the flight. 

[Aug 25, 2021] Foreign nationals can 

apply for single/double entry tourist 

visas for a period up to 90 days or 

multiple entry tourist visas for a period 

up to 180 days. Visa free entry for Hong 

Kong and Macao SAR passport holders 

[Sept 4, 2020] Government 

allows regular international 

flights to resume, but only to 

destinations that have met 

benchmarks for containing the 

spread of COVID-19. Limited 

numbers of flights are available 

to other locations. Air travel 

remains erratic and subject to 

cancellations. 
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for 14 and 30 days respectively has been 

resumed. 

[Nov 28, 2021] Foreign citizens from or 

who have been to a selected list of places 

(including Hong Kong) within the last 

10 days are not allowed entry. 

Rwanda 132488 [Feb 19, 2021] All travellers are required 

to present a negative PCR test result 

performed within 72 hours prior to 

departure, take another test on arrival 

and stay at a designated transit hotel 

while waiting for the test result. 

[Sept 2, 2020] The Kigali 

International Airport is open with 

limited scheduled flights. 

Samoa 15925 [Aug 1, 2022] Travellers are required to 

be fully vaccinated to enter. They must 

present a negative result of NAAT taken 

within 48 hours or rapid antigen test 

taken within 24 hours before departure. 

 

Saint 

Barthélemy 

5285 [Aug 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Saint Kitts 

and Nevis 

6544 [Aug 15, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Saint Lucia 29408 [Apr 2, 2022] Fully vaccinated travellers 

with vaccination proof are allowed entry, 

without the need to undergo quarantine 

or take pre-travel test. Unvaccinated 

travellers are required to present a 

negative result of PCR test taken within 

5 days prior to arrival. 

 

Saint Martin 11978 [Aug 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Saint Pierre 

and 

Miquelon 

3188   

Saint Vincent 

and the 

Grenadines 

9448 [Jun 13, 2022] Fully vaccinated 

travellers are neither required to do pre-

arrival COVID-19 test nor undergo 

quarantine. Unvaccinated travellers are 

required to present a negative result of 

PCR test taken no more than 72 hours or 

rapid antigen test taken no more than 24 

hours before arrival. They must undergo 

a 5-day quarantine and be retested 

between days 3 and 4. 

 

San Marino 20763 [Jun 30, 2021] Travellers are required to 

present a certificate of vaccination or 

possession of antibodies, or a certificate 

of recovery from COVID-19, and a 

negative result of molecular or antigenic 

swab test no later than 48 hours before 

entry. 
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São Tomé 

and Príncipe 

6230 [Sept 11, 2020] Requires all air 

passengers to present a negative PCR 

test taken in the 72 hours prior to their 

arrival. 

[Jul 16, 2020] Reopens its 

airspace to international flights. 

Saudi Arabia 816262 [Mar 22, 2022] Travellers are not 

required to show vaccination proof, take 

a PCR test before departure or undergo 

quarantine. 

 

Senegal 88398 [Sept 8, 2020] Requires travellers to 

present an original COVID-19 test 

certificate showing a negative result. 

  

Serbia 2359530 [May 3, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Seychelles 47141 [Mar 31, 2022] Travellers are required to 

apply for entry through the Health 

Travel Authorisation platform. 

Unvaccinated or partially vaccinated 

travellers are required to present a 

negative result of PCR test taken within 

72 hours or rapid antigen test taken 

within 24 hours prior to departure. Fully 

vaccinated travellers or those recently 

recovered from COVID-19 are exempted 

from pre-arrival test. 

 

Sierra Leone 7751 [Jul 22, 2020] All passengers are 

required to present a negative result of 

PCR test taken within 72 hours prior to 

departure and to be tested upon arrival. 

 

Singapore 1914280  [Nov 1, 2021] All Work Pass and 

Student’s Pass holders are required to be 

fully vaccinated before arrival. For those 

applying for entry via the Familial Ties 

Lane, priority will be given to those who 

are fully vaccinated. 

 [Apr 26, 2022] From 0001 hours, all 

fully vaccinated travellers and non-fully 

vaccinated children aged 12 and below 

arriving via air or sea checkpoints will 

no longer be required to take a pre-

departure test. [Aug 28, 2022] From 

2359 hours, not fully vaccinated 

travellers are not required to serve the 7-

day Stay-Home Notice (SHN) 

quarantine upon arrival. But they must 

continue to have negative result of PCR 

test or ART test professionally 

administered by a licensed Singapore 

provider taken within two days before 

departure. Entry approval application 

requirements for non-fully vaccinated 

long-term pass holders and short-term 
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visitors aged 13 and above are also 

lifted. 

Sint Maarten 10863 [Jan 1, 2022] All travellers arriving by 

air are required to apply for health pre-

authorisation before boarding. No 

COVID-19 test is required if travellers 

are vaccinated with booster shot for at 

least 2 weeks. Travellers who are fully 

vaccinated (the completed vaccination 

date cannot be older than one year), but 

without a booster shot are required to 

have a negative result of RT-PCR test 

taken within 48 hours or antigen test 

taken within 24 hours. Non-vaccinated 

travellers are required to have a negative 

result of RT-PCR test taken within 48 

hours. Travellers may be subjected to 

mandatory testing at their own expense 

upon arrival. 

 

Slovakia 1843685 [Apr 6, 2022] Residents of Mainland 

China, Hong Kong and Macau are 

allowed to enter via its external border. 

No registration with eHranica or 

quarantine is required.  

 

Slovenia 1181073 [Feb 19, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Solomon 

Islands 

21544 [Jul 1, 2022] Fully vaccinated foreign 

nationals are allowed to enter. They are 

required to produce a negative result of 

COVID-19 PCR test taken within 72 

hours before arrival and a negative test 

result of a medically supervised RAT 

within 12 hours of departure before 

boarding. 

 

Somalia 27207  [Mar 18, 2020] Government bans 

all flights other than 

humanitarian flights. 

[Sept 6, 2020] Qatar Airways 

resumes three-weekly flights to 

Mogadishu, Somalia. 

South Africa 4018768 [Jun 23, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

[Oct 1, 2020] Johannesburg’s OR 

Tambo, Durban’s King Shaka 

and Cape Town International 

Airports reopen for international 

travel movement. 

South Sudan 17780   

Spain 13412263 [Sept 20, 2022] Foreigners aged over 12 

are required to present one of the 

following documents for entry: (1) proof 

of vaccination, or (2) negative result of  
Nucleic Acid Amplification test (PCR, 
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TMA, LAMP, NEAR, etc.)  taken within 

72 hours or rapid antigen test taken 

within 24 hours prior to departure for 

Spain, or (3) proof of recovery from 

COVID-19. 

Sri Lanka 670763 [Apr 20, 2022] Fully vaccinated 

travellers are required to present 

vaccination certificate but are exempted 

from pre-departure COVID-19 testing. 

Unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated 

travellers are required to present a 

negative result of PCR test conducted 

within 72 hours or rapid antigen test 

within 48 hours prior to travel. No on-

arrival test is required regardless of 

travellers’ vaccination status.  

 

Sudan 63280 [Aug 2, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

  

Suriname 81106 [Apr 13, 2022] Only flights from certain 

countries (China not included) are 

permitted. Fully vaccinated travellers by 

air are required to show complete 

vaccination proof or a COVID-19 

recovery certificate not older than 6 

months. Unvaccinated or not fully 

vaccinated travellers are required to 

present negative result of either a PCR 

test taken within 48 hours or an antigen 

test taken within 24 hours before 

departure.  

 

Sweden 2588441 [Apr 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Switzerland 4084315 [May 2, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Syrian Arab 

Republic 

57288   

Taiwan 6547708 [Mar 7, 2022] Allows entry of non-

resident business travellers. Special entry 

permit is required for those from 

Mainland China, Hong Kong and 

Macao. 

[Jun 15, 2022] Quarantine period is 

shortened to 3-day home quarantine, 

followed by 4-day self-initiated 

epidemic prevention. Travellers are 

required to present a negative result of 

COVID-19 PCR test within 2 days 

before their flights and undergo a PCR 

test at the airport on arrival day. Two at-

home rapid test kits will be given to 

travellers aged 2 and older at the airport 

[Jun 15, 2022] Resumes transit 

services. 
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for use when symptoms occur during 

quarantine and before they go out for the 

first time during the self-initiated 

epidemic prevention period. 

[Aug 15, 2022] Travellers are not 

required to provide a result of PCR test 

taken within two days of flight schedule 

time. 

[Sept 29, 2022] Increases the total 

number of arrivals allowed entry to 

60,000 every week. Lifts on-arrival 

saliva PCR test requirement, four rapid 

test kits will be given to arrivals aged 2 

and older at international airports/ports 

upon arrival. Arrivals can use the test 

kits during the first three days and the 

self-initiated epidemic prevention 

period.  

[Oct 13, 2022] Raises weekly arrival 

quota to 150,000 and lifts ban on tour 

groups. Launches the “0+7” scheme, 

travellers are not required to undergo 

mandatory quarantine, but are required 

to undergo a 7-day self-initiated 

epidemic prevention, four rapid test kits 

will be given to arrivals aged 2 and older 

at international airports/ports upon 

arrival. Arrivals are advised to take a 

rapid test within two days before going 

out during the self-initiated epidemic 

prevention period. 

Tajikistan 17786  [Mar 19, 2020] Government 

closes all airports. 

Thailand 4681309 [Oct 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

[Jul 1, 2021] Direct flights 

between Phuket and Hong Kong 

resume. 

Timor-Leste 23257 [Mar 4, 2021] All travellers are subject 

to sanitary control and undergo a 14-day 

quarantine at a private health 

establishment or isolation centre 

established by Timor-Leste. 

 

Togo 39053   

Trinidad and 

Tobago 

183181 [Jun 1, 2022] Travellers are not required 

to present vaccination proof or acquire a 

T Travel Pass for entry. 

[Jul 1, 2022] Travellers are not required 

to present negative PCR or antigen test 

result for entry. 

 

Tunisia 1145686 [Dec 1, 2021] All travellers are required 

to present a mandatory vaccination 

passport or certificate issued by the 
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health authorities of the place of 

residence and a negative result of RT-

PCR test taken within 48 hours before 

travel. They are subject to rapid test 

(TDR-Antigen) or an RT-PCR test on 

arrival. Tunisians or foreigners residing 

in Tunisia, regardless of vaccination 

status, are required to undergo self-

isolation for 10 days in one of the 

designated hotels and take the second 

RT-PCR test during the last 24 hours of 

the confinement at their own expenses. 

Türkiye 16873793 [Jun 1, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

[Jun 11, 2020] All flights are 

allowed from/to any Turkish 

aerodromes. 

[Jun 25, 2020] Turkish Airlines 

resumes Hong Kong-Istanbul 

flights. 

Turks and 

Caicos 

Islands 

6380 [May 1, 2022]  All travellers aged 18 

and above must be fully vaccinated with 

approved vaccines.  Travellers aged 

under 18 and those not able to take a 

vaccine due to medical reasons with 

written proof will be exempted. 

 

Uganda 169051 [Apr 6, 2022] All travellers are required 

to present negative result of COVID-19 

PCR test taken within 72 hours before 

departure. 

 

Ukraine 5177217 [Mar 24, 2021] All travellers must have 

a certificate of insurance issued by an 

insurance company registered in 

Ukraine, which covers the costs related 

to the treatment of COVID-19 and is 

valid for the entire period of stay in 

Ukraine. Travellers, regardless of age, 

must also present a negative result of 

testing for COVID-19 by PCR that was 

done no more than 72 hours before 

entering Ukraine’s border. 

[Jun 15, 2020] Resumes 

international scheduled passenger 

flights. 

United Arab 

Emirates 

1026566 [Jun 1, 2020] Allows foreign nationals 

holding valid residence visa to return to 

the UAE. 

[Feb 26, 2022] Fully vaccinated 

travellers are required to present a valid 

COVID-19 vaccination certificate but 

are not required to present a negative 

result of RT-PCR test at the airport of 

departure. Those who are not vaccinated 

can either present a valid negative result 

of RT-PCR test conducted within 48 

hours before arrival or a recovery 

 



Updated on Oct 3, 2022 

 

31 

 

certificate issued within 30 days before 

departure. 

United 

Kingdom 

23672855 [4am Mar 18, 2022] Travellers 

regardless of their vaccination status, are 

not required to take any COVID-19 tests 

before travel or upon arrival. They are 

also not required to fill in a UK 

passenger locator form before departure 

or undergo quarantine. 

[Jul 22, 2022] Virgin Atlantic 

suspends flights to and from 

Hong Kong until March 26, 

2023. 

[Aug 23, 2022] British Airways 

suspends flights to Hong Kong 

until December. 

United 

Republic of 

Tanzania 

39440 [Mar 17, 2022] Fully vaccinated 

travellers are required to present a valid 

vaccination certificate but are exempted 

from COVID-19 test requirements. 

Travellers who are unvaccinated, not 

fully vaccinated or not eligible for 

vaccination, are required to present a 

negative result of RT-PCR test or NAAT 

obtained within 72 hours before 

departure. They are required to take RT-

PCR test if no negative result certificate 

is presented. 

 

United States 96143199 [Jun 12, 2022] Travellers are required to 

show proof of full vaccination before 

boarding. They are not required to show 

a negative COVID-19 test result or 

documentation of recovery from 

COVID-19. 

[Apr 2022] United Airline 

resumes selling tickets for San 

Francisco-HK non-stop flights 

from the start of July. 

Uruguay 985422 [Apr 1, 2022] All foreign visitors are 

required to complete the electronic form 

within 48 hours prior to boarding. Fully 

vaccinated travellers or those who 

recovered from COVID-19 within 90 

days prior to arrival with proof, are not 

required to present a negative test result 

for COVID-19, but vaccinated travellers 

have to provide vaccination proof. 

Unvaccinated foreigners are required to 

present a negative result of the SARS-

CoV-2 virus detection test (by PCR-RT 

or antigen test), carried out no more than 

72 hours before travel. 

 

Uzbekistan 244218 [Jun 10, 2022]  No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

 Vanuatu 11950 [Sept 12, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

 

Venezuela 544687   

Vietnam 11476908 [May 15, 2022] No COVID-19 related 

entry restrictions. 

[Feb 15, 2022] Lifts restrictions 

on all incoming international 

flights. 

Wallis and 

Futuna 

761   
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IV. Travel Restrictions Imposed by Cruise Lines 
 

Cruise Line Restriction 

Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) global cruise lines: 

AIDA Cruises, American Cruise Lines, Azamara, Carnival Cruise 

Line, Celebrity Cruises, Celestyal Cruises, Costa Cruises, Disney 

Cruise Line, Holland America Line, MSC Cruises, Mystic Cruises, 

Norwegian Cruise Line, Oceania Cruises, Pearl Seas Cruises, 

PONANT Yacht Cruises and Expeditions, P&O Cruises UK, Princess 

Cruises, Regent Seven Seas Cruises, Royal Caribbean International, 

Scenic Luxury Cruises and Tours, Seabourn, SeaDream Yacht Club, 

Silversea Cruises, TUI Cruises, Virgin Voyages, Windstar Cruises 

For member updates: https://cruising.org/en/cruise-lines 

[Jul 18, 2022] Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) recommends people to 

make sure they are up to date 

with their COVID-19 vaccine 

and to check the cruise line’s 

testing or vaccination protocols 

before travel. People who decide 

to go on a cruise should get a 

COVID-19 viral test as close to 

time of cruise departure and 3-5 

days after their trip, regardless of 

vaccination status. CDC’s 

COVID-19 Program for Cruise 

Ships is no longer in effect. For 

details: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus

/2019-ncov/travelers/cruise-

travel-during-

covid19.html?CDC_AA_refVal=

https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov

%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-

ncov%2Ftravelers%2Freturning-

cruise-voyages.html 

Yemen 11935  [Mar 18, 2020] Government 

suspends all flights to and from 

airports under its control. 

Zambia  333507 [Mar 28, 2022] Fully vaccinated 

travellers are not required to present any 

form of COVID-19 test result but have 

to provide vaccination proof. Not fully 

vaccinated travellers are required to 

present negative result of PCR test 

conducted within 72 hours prior to 

departure. Re-testing at own cost will be 

applied for travellers who do not meet 

the above stipulation. 

[Jul 2020] Government reopens 

international airports. 

Zimbabwe 257342 [Apr 1, 2022] Travellers are not required 

to present a negative PCR test result on 

arrival if they can present certificate of 

fully vaccination with any of the WHO-

approved vaccines. Not fully vaccinated 

travellers are required to present 

negative result of PCR test within 48 

hours of boarding, they are also required 

to present a negative result of PCR test 

taken within 72 hours on departure.  

 

https://cruising.org/en/cruise-lines
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/cruise-travel-during-covid19.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Ftravelers%2Freturning-cruise-voyages.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/cruise-travel-during-covid19.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Ftravelers%2Freturning-cruise-voyages.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/cruise-travel-during-covid19.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Ftravelers%2Freturning-cruise-voyages.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/cruise-travel-during-covid19.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Ftravelers%2Freturning-cruise-voyages.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/cruise-travel-during-covid19.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Ftravelers%2Freturning-cruise-voyages.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/cruise-travel-during-covid19.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Ftravelers%2Freturning-cruise-voyages.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/cruise-travel-during-covid19.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Ftravelers%2Freturning-cruise-voyages.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/cruise-travel-during-covid19.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Ftravelers%2Freturning-cruise-voyages.html
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V. WHO advice for international traffic in relation to the SARS-CoV-2 Omicron 

variant (B.1.1.529) 
 

[Nov 30, 2021] While scientific research is underway to understand how the Omicron variant behaves, WHO 

advises: 

 

⚫ Countries should continue to apply an evidence-informed and risk-based approach when implementing 

travel measures in accordance with the IHR, including the latest Temporary Recommendations issued by 

the WHO Director-General on 26 October 2021 following the 9th Emergency Committee for COVID-

19 and as recommended in the documents WHO policy and technical considerations for implementing a 

risk-based approach to international travel in the context of COVID-19 issued in July 2021. 

⚫ National authorities in countries of departure, transit and arrival may apply a multi-layered risk mitigation 

approach to potentially delay and/or reduce the exportation or importation of the new variant. Such 

measures may include screening of passengers prior to travelling and/or upon arrival, including via the 

use of SARS-CoV-2 testing or the application of quarantine to international travellers.  

⚫ Blanket travel bans will not prevent the international spread, and they place a heavy burden on lives and 

livelihoods. In addition, they can adversely impact global health efforts during a pandemic by 

disincentivizing countries to report and share epidemiological and sequencing data. All countries should 

ensure that the measures are regularly reviewed and updated when new evidence becomes available on 

the epidemiological and clinical characteristics of Omicron or any other VOC. 

⚫ Any travel-related risk mitigation measures should be part of an overall national response strategy. 

⚫ Since the beginning of the SARS-CoV-2 outbreak, WHO has been monitoring the international travel 

measures implemented by countries and sharing this information with National IHR Focal Points via the 

Event Information Site (EIS). As of 28 November 2021, 56 countries were reportedly implementing 

travel measures aimed at potentially delaying the importation of the new variant. Countries should 

continue sharing their public health rationale and relevant scientific information for additional health 

measures with WHO under the provisions of Article 43 of the IHR (2005). 

⚫ Essential international travel –including travel for emergency and humanitarian missions, travel of 

essential personnel, repatriations and cargo transport of essential supplies–should continue to be 

prioritized at all times during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

For full version of WHO’s advice, please visit https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/who-advice-

for-international-traffic-in-relation-to-the-sars-cov-2-omicron-variant 

 

*The above is for internal reference only. It is compiled based on media reports and Internet 

search, and is not exhaustive.* 
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